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METHOD 



(57) Abstract 

A method of manufacturing 
feed pellets, and a plant for the 
implementation of this method have 
been explained. The aim has been to 
improve the manufacturing of porous 
pellets, first and foremost to achieve 
a better control of the porosity than 
by known technique. The pellets 
come from a pelletizing machine 
(1) into a pellet chamber (3) which 
is kept at a pressure lower than the 
ambient pressure. From the chamber 
(3) the pellets are passed through an 
outlet (5) having a gate lock body 
(6). 
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aW®* claims 



1. A method of manufacturing feed pellets, charac- 
terized in that pellets are produced by, 
discharged by or extruded by a pressure which is lower 

5 than the ambient pressure, and that pellets, after a 

relatively short stay at said reduced pressure, are 
transferred to a drying process. 

2. A method as claimed in claim 1, characterized 
i n that the pellets are subjected to the reduced 

io pressure for a period of time in the order of from a few 

seconds up to about 1 minute . 

3. A method as claimed in claim 1, characterized 
i n that the subsequent drying process is carried 
through at a reduced pressure relative to that of the 

is surroundings . 

4 . A method as claimed in claim 3, characterized 
i n that the subsequent drying process is also carried 
through at a temperature lower than 100 °C. 

5. A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, 
20 characterized in that the drying process 

is carried through in an oil bath which also works as a 
deep-frying treatment . 

6 . A method as claimed in the preceding claims 1 and 3 , 
characterized in that the pelletizing or 

25 the immediately following after-treatment is carried 

through by a first reduced pressure, whereas the 
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following drying process is carried through by a second 
reduced pressure. 

7. A method as claimed in claim 6, characterized 
i n that said first pressure corresponds to said second 
pressure . 

8. A method as claimed in claim 6, characterized 
i n that said first pressure is different from said 
second pressure. 

9. A plant for use in the implementation of the method 
claimed in claim 1, comprising a pellet chamber (3), 
preferably interconnected in the plant downstream of a 
pelletizing machine (1) , an extruding device for pellets 
or similar, characterized in that the 
pellet chamber (3) is arranged to be kept at a pressure 
lower than the ambient pressure, for example in the order 
of 100 - 800 millibar. 

10. A plant as claimed in claim 9, comprising a tank (8) with 
oil, which forms a deep-frying container, charac- 
terized in that said pellet chamber (3) has an 
outlet (5) which opens, directly or indirectly, into said 
oil tank (8) , which is also arranged to be kept at a 
pressure lower than the ambient pressure, for example in 
the order of 100 - 800 millibar. 

11. A plant as claimed in claim 10, characterized 
i n that between the pellet chamber (3) and the oil 
tank (8) there is arranged a gate lock body (6) . 



WO 00/57718 



13 



PCT/NO00/00093 



12. A plant as claimed in claim 11, characterized 
i n that the gate lock body (6) is arranged to be able 
to rotate, with the aim of allowing a continuous feeding 
out of pellets from the pellet chamber (3) . 

13. A plant as claimed in claim 9, 10 or 11, charac- 
terized in that the pellet chamber (3) has a 
first vacuum pump (4) arranged thereto, which is arranged 
to maintain the air pressure inside the pellet chamber 
(3) at a first desired value, lower than that of the 
ambient pressure, and that the oil tank (8) has a second 
vacuum pump (9) arranged thereto, which is arranged to 
maintain the air pressure inside the oil tank (8) at a 
second desired value, which is lower than that of the 
ambient pressure, possibly also lower than said first 
value . 
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